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The authors provided evidence showing that STAT3 may mediate carcinogen-induced
HCC in mouse model. Hepatocyte-specific deletion of STAT3 reduced compensatory
proliferation and cancer formation in response to TAA. Additional test indicated that
deficiency of STAT3 enhanced YAP activation and SOX9 expression, which may
contribute to the enhanced formation of biliary ductular structures. The manuscript was
well-written; the results are straightforward. However, some weaknesses need to be
addressed. 1. Please provided genotyping data of the hepatocytes/liver tissues of wt and
STAT3dhep; 2. The discussion should be shortened with an emphasis on how STAT3
signal is linked to SOX9/YAP. structure formation




