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Institutional Review Board Statement 

The study was conducted according to the „World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki - Ethical 

Principles for Medical Research Involving Human Subjects” and approved by the ethical board of the Otto-

von-Guericke University (Study Number 80/11). All patients provided written informed consent. Blood samples 

were drawn and systematic biopsy protocol was completed during upper GI endoscopy at the Department of 

Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Infectious Diseases at the Otto-von-Guericke University of Magdeburg, 

Germany. 
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