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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The study aimed to evaluate whether there was a differential treatment effect according
to histology in three randomised phase III studies with advanced oesophageal SCC and
adenocarcinoma. While there was no significant difference in survival between patients
with adenocarcinoma and SCC, the overall response rate to chemotherapy was different.
Thus, the authors conclude that SCC-specific trials in advanced oesophageal cancer are
needed. In the Introduction section: ramucirumab is an antibody targeting VEGFR2 and

not VEGEF. This needs to be corrected.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this study the authors have evaluated whether the response to first-line chemotherapy
was different in patients with advanced oesophageal depending on wether the tumour
histological subtype was adenocarcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma (SCC). The
results revealed slightly worse outcome for SCC, although the authors have concluded
that there is no significant difference between both subtypes. The study is interesting
and relevant. I have some comments to improve the manuscript. 1. The title must be
refined. Rather than “histology” the impact should refer to “the histological subtype of
tumour”. 2. In addition, the title is misleading. It should show that the conclusion is
negative (for instance: “Absence of impact...”) or leave the question open (for instance:
“Is there an impact...?”), but as it is now, the title suggests the existance of such impact.
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