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1 What did this study explore?
A: This study explored whether an endobronchial Watanabe spigot (EWS)

through the esophagus is usefulness to close a refractory esophago-bronchiole

fistula (EBF) after esophagectomy or not.



2 How did the a.uthors perform all experiments?

A: Under fluoroscopic guidance, a guidewire was inserted into the EBF through
an ultrathin endoscope. After the endoscope was removed, a 5>-mm EWS was
penetrated through its long axis using the guidewire. After inserting a
snaretube to the endoscope channel, the guidewire was retrogradely passed to
the endoscope through the tube. Under fluoroscopic and endoscopic guidance,
the EWS was wedged into the EBF. Another 7-mm EWS was additionally

inserted in a similar manner.

3 How did the authors process all experimental data?
A: All authors confirmed all examination data and judged that they were no

mistakes.

4 How did the authors deal with the pre-study hypothesis?
A: This study is a case report. Therefore, the hypothesis that the EWS through

the esophagus could close the EBF was the goal of treatment.

5 What are the novel findings of this study?
A: A new and unique technique using a guidewire-assisted EWS through the

esophagus proved useful for closing a refractory EBF after esophagectomy.
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