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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting study which focuses on an important topic for surgical literature as
the definition of anastomotic leak in colorectal surgery. The study is well written and the
analysis of data is well conducted, as well as the discussion of the results. Ihave some
comments, which I report below. MAJOR comment There might be a bias in the
selection of surgeons interviewed. In The Nederlands, 141 surgeons from the Taskforce
of Coloproctology of the Dutch Society of Gastrointestinal surgery were invited. This
suggest that these surgeons might be highly specialized colorectal surgeons with
academic interest, potentially engaged in writing national guidelines and perhaps
good readers of the scientific literature. On the other side, an unknown number of
Chinese surgeons was invited and the first 200 replies were considered (rather than
considering all replies in an a given time interval). These surgeons were registered as
gastrointestinal surgeons, which not necessarily implies they are specialized in colorectal
surgery (they might be upper gi surgeons or even hpb surgeons). The two populations of
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surgeons should be presented according to: - Their background (academic OR not
academic) - Number of colorectal procedures performed annually - Their attitude to read
scientific literature. All these three characteristic might strongly influence their responses
to the questionary. If the two populations are not comparable, so their answers are not
comparable. Please, if you have, provide information about this pivotal point. MINOR
comments: - The invitation letter and instructions to fill the questionary should be
included in the supplementary materials - With regards to clinical manifestations
predictive of CAL, the use of parameters derived from the Dutch Leakage Score might
have led to reach a greater agreement between Dutch surgeons compared to Chinese
colleagues - The fact that 40% of Chinese surgeons interviewed expressed disagreement
about high levels of CRP as predictive of CAL is indeed interesting. This might be the
spy of different usage of this laboratory test and this question should have been
preceded by the question: Do you routinely use CRP?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting manuscript. However "state of art" in corrent leteature should be
discussed. Furthemore, being involved dutch and cinese surgeons, the manuacript had
to be focused on a comparison between east and west; in the title a sentence "east versus

west" could be inclided.




