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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Comments to the Editor: Thanks for inviting me to review the article entitled “Efficacy and Safety of 

Directly Acting Antivirals for the Treatment of Chinese Chronic Hepatitis C Patients in a Real-World 

setting”. Comments to the authors: Minor Comment: o Minor editing polishing is required. o 

Language evaluation: "B". Comments to Authors: 1. TITLE Reflect the major content of the article, 

however it is better to add the word combined Directly Acting Antivirals, as the combined therapy is 

the study topic.   2. ABSTRACT o It  gives a clear delineation of the research background, o Result 

section: “significantly higher than baseline levels” is better to be replaced by significantly increased 

than baseline levels. This has to be corrected. o The aim and the conclusion were clearly identified.  

o The conclusion provided by the authors was not convincing and has to be revised. This may be 

because of the small sample size.   3. INTRODUCTION o Provides insufficient background 

regarding the studied topic, advantages and disadvantages of DAAs were not fully elaborated; the 

authors has to emphasise the oral use, short duration and minimum toxicity of DAAs.   o 

Meanwhile, cost is still an obstacle in a lot of countries especially developing ones. Also the value of 
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combined rather than monotherapy is better to be elucidated. o It was mentioned that China has the 

greatest number of chronic hepatitis C (CHC) cases worldwide. The common genotypes were 

missing and are better to be mentioned.   4. MATERIALS AND METHODS: Full description is 

provided for this section. Sufficient experimental data were provided; however, the following 

remarks have to be considered: o Patients: Total number of patients was missing in this section and 

has to be added. o HCV genotypes: For the work to be reproducible, more details are better to be 

mentioned regarding amplification condition as well as PCR product purification and RFLP analyses. 

5. RESULTS: An overall theoretical analysis of the study results is well covered.  ? Baseline 

characteristics of enrolled patients: P value is missing. ? Changes of clinical indices before and after 

DAAs treatment: It was mentioned that ALT and AST levels were significantly lower than baseline 

levels, although both within the range of normal accepted values. ? AEs during DAAs treatment: 

“The incidence of AEs during…….: It is the   frequency rather than the incidence and this has to be 

corrected. ? Table (3): It is frequency rather than incidence. This has to be corrected. AEs of 0 values 

(fever, depression,...)have to deleted from the table. Their data have been already mentioned within 

the text.  6. Discussion: The section is almost well organized; however, an overall theoretical analysis 

concerning the provided data is partially covered. More details are required concerning the evaluated 

results. 7-REFERENCES: Relevant and sufficient updated references were adequately cited. Ref. (12): 

The year is missing.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study summarizes the real-world data when using DAAs against HCV. The data are concisely 

summarized and no major concerns exist.  I have only one comment. In figure 2, the authors showed 

significant differences but it is hard to believe it because of the relatively large SD. Statistical methods 

should be re-considered carefully. 
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