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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Congratulations for an interesting manuscript. I would like to share some comments:  - 

You chose 16 cases from a pool that has a larger number of patients. Wich elements were 

taken into account for the selection of patients for this study? - Complete ablation of the 

Barrett’s esophagus was achieved in 13 of those 16 cases, Why you choose patients for 

the study with incomplete ablation?  - Did you find any difference in the molecular 

expression of those two groups (complete vs incomplete ablation)? - "All patients were 

free of reflux symptoms by either high dose proton pump inhibitors (n=8) or a 

laparoscopic fundoplication (n=8)." It has been shown that Barrett patients who control 

symptoms with PPI continue with asymptomatic weakly acid reflux (even asymptomatic 

acid reflux in some cases), while patients who control their reflux symptoms with 

antireflux surgery have a high chance of having no reflux of any content. This 

observation results in that after antireflux surgery there is a lower expression of 

molecular markers of inflammation than after controlling symptoms with PPI. Did you 
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find any difference in the microRNA markers studied between these two groups? It 

would be interesting to know these data, even if the difference was not significant 

considering that the number of cases is small. - It is necessary to clarify how long after 

the ablation procedure the biopsies were taken. - While reading the manuscript I 

struggled to identify each of the groups of biopsies that you separated (pre-ablation BE, 

post-ablation neosquamous, post-ablation squamous, control individuals), and many 

times I had to go back to reread what was referring the name of each biopsies group... I 

admit it may be only my problem, but I encourage you to rethink a name to identify 

easily each group of biopsies to make reading easier.  I want to congratulate you again 

on such an interesting manuscript. 
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