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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1. This is an interesting case report worth publishing. 2. Correct typo: herbal medictions. 

3. Define CMV and PCR when first mentioned. 4. I think some further discussion other 

than the route of infection, which is mentioned by the authors, or hypothesis as to why 

in this immunocompetent patient or in general why in some immunocompetent patients 

the immune system fails to protect the host from HSV infection or manifestation, should 

be added to the Discussion section.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors have presented the Case report and literature review of an atypical 

manifestation of herpes esophagitis in an immunocompetent patient citing this as a 

unique case of HSV esophagitis in a healthy male, without any immunocompromising 

conditions or significant comorbidities.  IT IS VERY WELL DESCRIBED AND 

DESERVES TO BE SHARED WITH THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY FOR THE 

FOLLOWING POINTS:  The  case highlights the importance of keeping HSV 

esophagitis as one of the differential diagnosis for immunocompetent patients who 

present with symptoms suggestive of esophagitis.  HSV is a known causative of 

esophagitis in the immunocompromised but its presentation in healthy patients without 

any significant comorbidity is uncommon.  This is a unique case where the presentation 

of HSV esophagitis is associated with a systemic viral prodrome.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Overall, I found this manuscript very well written, organized, and informative - it 

presents and interesting case and a nice summary review of the topic.  The topic is 

interesting and the discussion will be of interest to readers.  My only question - given 

the patient's presentation, after the diagnosis was made - and consistent with their 

discussion - why did they not start with IV therapy and move to Oral therapy vs going 

right to oral therapy.  This is only a minor thought and should not distract from an 

excellent overall manuscript. 
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