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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors present that the difference of accessibility to biologicals, namely availability, 

affordability, and acceptability, for Crohn’s disease in ten selected European countries 

and the associations between these dimensions with the uptake of biologicals and 

economic development. Because limited data exist describing the accessibility to 

biologics according to economic development, I regard this to be an important study. 

However, several comments need to be addressed.  Major Comments 1. The lack of 

consideration of the difference in the prevalence of Crohn’s disease is a major issue; the 

prevalence of Crohn’s disease varies across European countries as mentioned in the 

manuscript. Therefore, the number of patients on biologicals per 100000 patients with 

Crohn’s disease could be a better way to demonstrate the uptake of biologicals than the 

number of patients on biologicals per 100000 population. 2. Please clarify the health 

insurance system in ten selected European countries. To assess the potential influence of 

insurance system, compare the differences in the public and private medical insurance 

systems. 3. Is there any regulation for maintaining biologics? Are there any countries in 
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the study that require patients to satisfy criteria for maintaining for biologics?  Minor 

Comments 1. On page 7, misspelling (last sentence of Introduction).
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The aim of this study was to examine the access to biological therapies of the patients 

with Crohn's disease in 10 European countries. This is a questionaire-based survey 

among 10 gastroenterology experts (one in each country). The results are thoroughly 

analyzed and discussed. The manuscript is well-written. The only concern is that it 

would be convenient to include some details about the most commonly used biological 

therapies in CD (their mechanisms of action, efficacy, etc.) 
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