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Abstract

The histological commitment of the lower oesophageal mucosa largely depends on a
complex molecular landscape. After extended inflammatory insult due Lo
gastroesophageal reflux disease, squamous oesophageal mucosa may differentiate into
columnar metaplastic mucosa. In this setting, the presence of intestinal metaplasia is

considered the starting point of Barrett’s carcinogenetic cascade. Aside from secondary
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