o . 7901 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 501,
B a l S h ld e n g Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA
o . Telephone: +1-925-223-8242
P u b ll S h mn g Fax: +1-925-223-8243
o D E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
3“15"1‘19“9@ Group https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

PEER-REVIEW REPORT

Name of journal: World Journal of Hepatology

Manuscript NO: 35907

Title: Hospital contacts with alcohol problems prior to liver cirrhosis or pancreatitis
diagnosis

Reviewer’s code: 02939897

Reviewer’s country: United Kingdom

Science editor: Li-Jun Cui

Date sent for review: 2017-09-06

Date reviewed: 2017-09-06

Review time: 2 Hours

CLASSIFICATION LANGUAGE EVALUATION SCIENTIFIC MISCONDUCT CONCLUSION
[ ]Grade A: Excellent [ Y] Grade A: Priority publishing  Google Search: [ 1Accept
[ Y] Grade B: Very good [ ]Grade B: Minor language [ ] The same title [ ]High priority for
[ ]Grade C: Good polishing [ ]Duplicate publication publication
[ ]Grade D: Fair [ ]Grade C: A great deal of [ ] Plagiarism [ ]Rejection
[ ]GradeE: Poor language polishing [ Y] No [ ] Minor revision
[ ]Grade D: Rejected BPG Search: [ Y] Major revision
[ ] The same title
[ ] Duplicate publication
[ ] Plagiarism
[ Y] No

COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This study addresses the important subject of patient admissions with alcoholic liver
cirrhosis and alcoholic pancreatitis. This is relevant because of missed opportunities to
prevent and diagnose liver / pancreatic disease early through targeted interventions. I
feel it would be important for the team to mention how "first diagnosis" was defined?
Did they use a lookback approach (like in our Scottish study?). Also, I am not sure why
patients with diagnosis under the age of 28 were excluded (and why that age?). How
many patients with first diagnosis of alcoholic cirrhosis / pancreatitis were in this age
group? Was the lack of data because paediatric information was not available? Given
the significant health burden for these patient and the huge potential of life saved I feel
that these patients should be included. The inclusion of patients with alcoholic
pancreatitis makes the study interesting and is a real strength (I was surprised by the
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high number compared to patients with liver disease, probably because these patients
are usually managed by surgical teams). It would be useful to know more about this
population for example in a follow on study (difference in survival / readmissions?)? In
tigure 2 the histograms show time ranges which should be clarified in the X axis (e.g. "9 -
10 years" rather than "10 years"
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
An interesting manuscript. In order to facilitate reading of the article I suggest that the
authors provide the name of the alcohol-related ICD-10 entities (F10.0, etc, page 7)




