Animal care and use statement
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The animal handing protocol was designed to minimize pain or discomfort to
the animals. The animals were acclimatized to laboratory conditions for two
weeks before experimentation. The animals were kept under defined
conventional conditions ( temperature: 19-21 ‘C, humidity: 30-70%, day-night
cycle of 12h with light changes at 6:00 am and 6:00 pm) with up to three per
cage. The conditions were recorded hourly by sensor and were personally
controlled daily. The animals had access to food and water ad libitum. All

animals were euthanized by sodium pentobarbital for tissue collection.
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