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This paper study safety and efficacy of metallic stent for unresectable distal malignant
biliary obstruction in elderly patients. The results suggested that metallic stents can be
safely inserted to treat unresectable distal malignant biliary obstruction even in elderly
patients aged 80 years or more. It provided new information for the treatment of
unresectable distal malignant biliary obstruction in elderly patients
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Thank you for your comment for the manuscript. I want you to place this article by all
means.
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In the present paper Dr Sakai and colleagues investigate the safety and efficacy of
metallic stent for unresectable distal malignant biliary obstruction in elderly patients.
In my opinion the issue is of clinical interest and the study was well conducted; however
a few issues need to be addressed before publication. - Diagnosis. The authors enrolled
272 "patients diagnosed with unresectable distal malignant biliary obstruction" (page 6),
"in 250 patients the diagnosis of malignancy was established by pathological
examination, and in the remaining patients imaging techniques and clinical course"
(page 7). In my opinion only patients with histology should be included in such study -
One major bias of the study might be the definition of resectability, mostly considering
that this is a multi centric study. Were the case evaluated by a multidisciplinary team?
- Timing of follow up is not well defined: when were the patients re-evaluated? - Minor

2




o . 7901 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 501,
B a l S h l d e n g Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA
o . Telephone: +1-925-223-8242
Publishing Fax: +1.925223 824
o D E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
3“15')1‘19“9@ Group https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

english revision in needed
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Thank you for your comment for the manuscript. I want you to place this article by all
means.

I diagnose even other articles with a malignancy in image views even if it cannot be
diagnosed pathologically, and RCT is performed. I went study with reference to it this
time.

A prospective randomised study of "covered" versus "uncovered" diamond
stents for the management of distal malignant biliary obstruction.

Isayama H, Komatsu Y, Tsujino T, Sasahira N, Hirano K, Toda N, Nakai Y, Yamamoto N, Tada M,
Yoshida H, Shiratori Y, Kawabe T, Omata M.

Gut. 2004 May;53(5):729-34.

Thank you for comment. This article receives native check.
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