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Abstract

Hepatopulmonary syndrome (HPS) is a fr[qut-ni pulmonary complication of
end-stage liver disease characterized by impaired arterial oxygenation
induced by intrapulmonary vascular dilatation. Its prevalence ranges from 4%
to 47% in patients with cirrhosis due to the different diagnostic criteria
applied among  different  studies. Nitric  oxide overproduction  and
angiogenesis seem o be the hallmarks of a complicated pathogenelic

mechanism, leading to intrapulmonary shunting and ventilation-perfusion
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