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infection is limit. Although it is a small sample observational study, as well as some 

limitations, the study present primary data in HBV infection in Zambia. I think this 

manuscript can be accepted with a major revision.     Major comments: 1. Paper 

writing format need to be improved: page 8-9, the section of Statistical analysis, the red 

marked context should be present in the section of Methods (see the edit manuscript). 2. 

Abstract: page 4, line 12-13, “Elevated ALT was defined as ≥19 in women”, but page 

8,line 18-19 ”... and >20 U/L for women per WHO recommendations”, there is different, 

please re-check. 3. In the section of result: page 10,line 1, “and half of patients (n=80, 

52.6%)” , maybe (n=84 ?, 52.6%), please re-check. 4. In general, high BMI as a risk factor 

of NAFLD and unhealthy alcohol use as a risk factor of ALD, both of them is one of the 

important reasons of ALT evaluated in inactive HBV infection. However, in the section 

of result in this study, “patients with indeterminate stage due to elevated ALT and low 

HBV DNA had similar/lower percentage with overweight/obesity (10.3% versus 20.4%) 

and unhealthy alcohol use (14.3% versus 10.4%)”, Whether or not the malnourished fatty 

liver induce the condition? Please add the related discussion in the section of Discussion. 

5. Overall, grammar and language needs working before resubmitting to the journal. 

Such as page 13 line 3, “the” will be deleted, etc. 
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