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deregulation of molecules that control ECM remodeling, EMT, and cell polarity. 

However, writing is somewhat disorganized.  1. In the HELICOBACTER PYLORI part, 

if the authors elucidate these bacteria structures and their encoding proteins with a 

figure, it will help to understand the importance of this bacteria in GC.  2. The authors 

should add another Figure to summarize different roles of H. pylori in these different 

cellular processes, such as plasminogen activation system, matrix metalloproteinases, 

epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition, cell polarity alterations. This will help readers to 

catch up with the manuscript.  3. It needs to improve the structure of the sentences and 

improve English grammar and spelling throughout. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This work by Drs. Molina-Castro S et al., have summarized molecules important for 

gastric cancer (GC) invasion and metastasis.  The author try to explore the biological 

mechanisms underlying how and under which circumstances H. pylori alters normal 
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physiological processes contributed to cancer metastasis.   A number of published 

papers have clearly indicated various molecules that are involved in the processes of 

metastasis, importantly; EMT and ECM related molecules in these processes.  This 

work is therefore interesting, novel with merit especially related to H. pylori 

pathogenesis.  The manuscript appears well organized and written in English, but also 

appears missing in-depth analysis of the selected molecules and inner link between the 

metastasis and mechanisms, of which important aspects are roles of epigenetics, stem 

cell, E-cadherin etc.  A few cartoons might also be helpful, and reference appears take a 

too many pages.  The work may require more in-depth revision to strengthen the claim, 

and importantly, point out directions for future investigation to guide readers and 

researchers.  Authors are encouraged to revise and add more input to make the 

manuscript more attractive and exciting. 
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blocker in the review  
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