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Biostatistics statement:

Statistical analysis was performed using the SPSS 19.0 for Windows (SPSS, Inc.: Chicago, USA)
package program. Descriptive values were given as number (n), percentage (%), mean, standard
deviation (SD) and median. Pearson chi-square test was used for the comparison of categoric variables.
Continuous variables were compared with non-parametric tests (Mann-Whitney U test and Kruskal-
Wallis test) because they did not have a normal distribution when evaluated for normality of distribution

with Kolmogorov-Smirnov and Shapiro-Wilk tests. Level of statistical significance was p<0.05.
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