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experimental rat intestinal epithelial cell line) may be potentially modified. While the
article itself will be of greatest interest to those with a background in basic laboratory
research, the topic and well organized presentation is accessible enough for the more
“clinically” oriented reader. =~ Minor comments: Title: Rather than saying “intervening
with TGF-p...” should read “interfering with TGF-p ...” or “modifying TGF-p

7

signaling...” Abstract: The abstract does not address any of the study “methods”.
Some mention should be added Introduction: In the first paragraph would consider
adding a reference or two when addressing surgical rates and CD. While the rates may
be decreasing, other population studies have shown higher percentages than the single
reference cited. Paragraph beginning line 57. Would add a sentence or two referencing
the background/traditional uses of Abelmoschus manihot. Why, how did it become a
candidate for investigation? Results: Section 3.1, sentence beginning line 171 appears to
belong in the methods section rather than the results section Section 3.4 Line 208 “The
activation of phosphorylated...” belongs in the introduction or discussion section. It is
not a result. Secton 3.5 Line 225 “In addition to the Smad2/3 signaling....” Also belongs
in the introduction. It is not a result. Section 3.5 Line 227 “To explore the
involvement....” Belongs in the methods section Discussion: The entire first paragraph

really belongs in the Introduction, or should follow the second paragraph which begins
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