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In this study, the author reviews the several different secondary structure models of the
3'X region of HCV have been proposed. It is likely that the 3'X region adopts more than
one structural form in infected cells and that a specific equilibrium between the various

forms regulates several aspects of the viral life cycle. The author summarizes current
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knowledge of the structure and function of the 3'X region of hepatitis C genomic RNA,
reviews previous opinions, presents new hypotheses and summarizes the questions

which need further investigation.
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genotype 2a. This indicates how virus virulence and drug response is significantly
influenced by the long-range kissing interactions, which likely cause changes in the
base-pairing character of the very 3' terminal nucleotides.” should be revised. First of
all, there was no reference in the sentences. According to clinical reports, genotype 1
was resistant to interferon-based therapy. However, in interferon-free therapy, genotype
3 is more resistant than genotype 1. In addition, what meant virulence? Authors should

add the referred reports about virulence.
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This topic is interesting. As it is stated in the paper that in-depth known structure
mapping of the 3'X-region will give us a better understanding of the virus and lead to
additional means to control it. Whereas, it is now the direct anti-virus drugs are effective

for us in controling the virus and eventually clear it. I wonder whether it is
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indispensable to exploit new drugs based on this region of HCV.
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