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knowledge of the structure and function of the 3'X region of hepatitis C genomic RNA, 

reviews previous opinions, presents new hypotheses and summarizes the questions 

which need further investigation.  
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genotype 2a. This indicates how virus virulence and drug response is significantly 

influenced by the long-range kissing interactions, which likely cause changes in the 

base-pairing character of the very 3' terminal nucleotides.’ should be revised.  First of 

all, there was no reference in the sentences.  According to clinical reports, genotype 1 
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3 is more resistant than genotype 1.  In addition, what meant virulence? Authors should 

add the referred reports about virulence. 
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indispensable to exploit new drugs based on this region of HCV. 
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