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The authors demonstrated the effect of the reform of healthcare insurance on the rates of
elective knee surgery in the tertiary-care single academic medical center. The rates of
knee surgery increased in the post-reform compared to those in the post reform.

Although the health insurance system is not familiar with me, the manuscript was well
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discussed and sample size was large enough. I recommend the manuscript to be

accepted without revision.
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The study has multiple limitations and some parts of the results need some

explanation.  The authors found that, workers” compensation 10.0% pre-reform and

16.7% post-reform (p = 0.2070); and uninsured patients” 7.0% pre-reform and 8.3%

post-reform (p = 0.6249). Workers' compensation cases has nothing to do with the ACA,
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how would you explain such an increase. Further, the study also found some increase in
the uninsured patients after the reform application which contradict the authors'

hypothesis for the study.
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The title is referring directly to the problem at hand. The abstract is sufficient. Key words

reflect the focus of the manuscript. Introduction is sound and clear. Material and
Methods In this study, 2640 patients were enrolled from the pre-reform period and 7780

during the post reform. Eligible patients were limited to those seeking care from three
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orthopaedic surgeons with established practices at one academic institution throughout
both study periods. When compared, the pre- and post-reform ICD-9 codes were found
to be identical, suggesting that the spectrum of disease in both periods was similar.
These ten diagnosis codes were then used to identify all new patients seen by three
surgeons in pre-reform and post-reform periods. Results The population of uninsured
patients dropped significantly post-reform from 8% to 3%, and the population of private
insurance increased significantly from 57% to 61%. Discussion You discussed in details
a number of factors that might have influence to the eligibility of each patient such as:
age, sex, highest level of education, body mass index (BMI), dates of service, ICD-9 codes,
and insurance status at time of presentation were recorded. Also, the billing database
contains twenty-one different providers. = Limitations eligible patients were limited to
those seeking care from three orthopaedic surgeons with established practices at one
academic institution throughout the study periods and not in patients from different
orthopaedic departments References are cited appropriately the latest references while
the submitted manuscript is supported by 11 references. The submitted manuscript
contains useful information for physicians, administrators and even for patients. The
current investigation is based in patients seeking care from 3 surgeons in the same
department and not in different orthopaedic institutions. The main question to under
investigation is the influence of insuranced or uninsuranced to the eligibility of patients
for elective knee surgery. No doubt that the USA health care system is different of that of
other countries and is dominated by different legal acts. Also, the uninsured patients are
reluctant to seek surgical treatment since they cannot cover expenses. Scientific
community’s interest is to ensure that the quality of health care insurance reform has
value for the benefit of patients. That should be the future direction for any health care
reform for all over the world countries and not only the reduction of health care costs for

the insurance companies benefit.
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This is an overall well structured manuscript dealing with an interesting topic. However
I am afraid is written in a somehow comprehensive and complex style and it is not

very easy to be read. With a rewrite especially the discussion

I believe that it would worth publication.
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