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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The overall scientific quality and importance of the manuscript is good, but not 

outstanding. I have several comments.  Figure 1: probably some symbols missing. All 

treated groups look the same. it is not clear when exactly the treatment was applied and 

how.  In the methods section "lavage" and "gavage" are being used interchangeably. 
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Which one is the right means of administration?  The manuscript need extensive 

language editing. There are numerous inconsistencies and wrong scientific expressions 

(e.g. plasmid nuclear ratio) throughout the text.  In the Results the authors claim that 

"As shown in figure 2, compared with the control mice, body weight loss was significant 

in mice treated with AOM/DSS..." Figure 2, however, does not show any significant 

difference between groups. Also, what are "other colitis symptoms"? Data on stool 

consistency are missing.  What software was used for analysis of microbiota and for the 

visualization of the results (heatmap)? The authors conclude an increase or a decrease in 

some microbial species after treatment, but this is not obvious from the data/figure. The 

heatmap only shows one time point, so it is not possible to conclude any increase or 

decrease within the respective groups in time. It shows the difference between the 

groups after 12 weeks. So all the differences (I would prefer the terms higher or lower 

abundance) are strictly compared to the control group at 12 weeks.  Similarly in 

Discussion: "For mucosal microbiota, we found that Bifidobacterium increased in 

mucosa after VSL#3 supplementation". The authors did not show any change in the 

group treated by VSL#3. They only showed differences between groups at 12 weeks.   

The title should be also changed, because the authors did not show any alleviation of 

carcinogenesis using VSL#3. They showed that VSL#3.could act preventivelly. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The author had revealed that the preventive effect of 5-ASA and VSL#3 for 

carcinogenesis by cytokine inhibition in AOM/DSS induced mice model. The VSL#3 

alone had anti-tumor effect than combination of 5-ASA and VSL#3. In contrast, 5-ASA 

alone suppressed cytokine expression than combination of them. The reasons maybe 
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unknown, but some hypothesis or explanation need to be described in discussion. 
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