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Peer Review of Manuscript NO: 39955 Title: Stem cell therapy for faecal incontinence:

current state and future perspectives GENERAL COMMENTS: The research is important

because faecal incontinence is an illness which affects adults and children. It is associated

with disabling consequences, considerable embarrassment, anxiety and poor quality of
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life. The research findings are significant. Literature data analyzed in the review give
the evidence that stem cell therapy is safe, stimulates the repair of both acute and
subacute anal sphincter injuries and gives some encouraging functional results. The
research is innovative. There are no similar “exhaustive” research in the literature. The
manuscript’s presentation is of high quality and readability. SPECIFIC COMMENTS
FOR THE VARIOUS ARTICLE SECTIONS: The main and short titles adequately reflect
the major topic and content of the study. The abstract provides a clear delineation
between the research background, objectives results, and conclusions. However there is
no information about the methods used in the study in this section. The abstract presents
the innovative and significant points related to the background, objectives, materials and
methods, results, and conclusions. The materials and methods are sufficiently described
for the results and conclusions of the review. The method used in the study is adequate
to its aim and will allow other investigators to reproduce the study. The study design is
adequate to its aim. The results” data draw firm scientific conclusions. The discussion is
well organized and conclusions appropriately reflect the reviewed literature. The
discussion describes findings based upon systematic theoretical analyses of the results
and provides valuable conclusions. According to the text, healthcare costs for faecal
incontinence treatment amounted to 2897$ or 2169€ per year. It would be appropriate
to mention in the discussion the authors” opinion about the potential cost of stem cell
treatment of faecal incontinence. Will it cost more or less than treatment without stem
cells? The references are appropriate to the topic of the review, relevant, and up-to-date.
The tables fully reflect the results of the study. The tables present the maximum of
information in the clear manner. LANGUAGE EVALUATION B: Minor language
polishing is required: There are several mistakes, for example: Indirect cost are... repair
is the most successfully... and health levator ani... rectal mucosa and EAS was

approximated... so findings not respond... authors objective that... all of them
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This study is very important in terms of investigating the faecal incontinence in clinical

stem cell therapy. In abstract, the muscle-derived or mesenchymal stem cells are needed

to be defined more clearly.
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In this review article, the authors reviewed the published literature related to faecal

incontinence and stem cell therapy and currently ongoing clinical trials. The authors

tried to identify and summarize the existing published knowledge of stem cell

utilization as a treatment for faecal incontinence.

Comments This is an interesting
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review article. This manuscript is well-written. The format of this manuscript may need

to be modified. The reviewer has no further comments.
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