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I have read with deep interest the minireview “Adiponectin as a novel biomarker for 

liver fibrosis” by Udomsinprasert W et al. This is an interesting and comprehensive 

update about the role of adiponectin in liver fibrosis.    The protective role of 

adiponectin in liver fibrosis has been widely described by several authors and, as 
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updated in this review, different approaches to increase the adiponectin concentrations 

have been investigated. But on the contrary, a few studies have reported that increased 

plasma level of adiponectin correlates with liver fibrosis progression in different chronic 

liver diseases. In order to improve the manuscript, authors might discuss briefly the 

postulated hypothesis about these contradictory findings. Why the adiponectin levels 

are increased in liver fibrosis?, Is there any problem with adiponectin receptors or 

signaling in patients with chronic liver diseases? 
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Udomsinprasert and Colleagues conducted a Minireview on adiponectin in chronic liver 
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Is there any data on adiponectin in acute liver failure?  More in-depth discussion of 

environmental factors contributing to chronic liver diseases and fibrosis, such as alcohol 
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(specific substances within alcohol), viral hepatitis, toxins (which?) and interaction with 

adiponectin would be of interest.  More details on genes coding for adiponectin would 

be welcome, are there any functionally relevant polymorphisms known?  The statement: 

"It is noteworthy that a physiological level of circulating adiponectin is important for 

defense against metabolic disorders and may be related to other chronic diseases" (p. 6, 

line 23) should be backup up by further references  Discussion:   As there only data 

availabe from small clincial studies, statements in the conclusions should be tempered 

down. It also seems to be of interest to include in the discussion, that the development of 

anti-fibrotic therapies in fibrosis/cirrhosis has been largely not successfull yet.   p. 11, 

line 16: "Chief endpoints" :  consider alternative terminology 
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for literature search and basis for inclusion or exclusion.   Major Revision  Comment: 

The authors should describe their method for literature review. The authors describe this 

as an exciting new field however the most recent study included in this table is from 

2015. There is one study each from 2012 and 2013 and remaining studies are from 2011 

and older. Please include more recent studies if available.   Minor revisions  1. Page 6 

last line  The adipoR1 binds globular adiponectin with a high-affinity receptor and 

full-length adiponectin with a low-affinity receptor, whereas adipoR2 has an 

intermediate affinity for both isoforms.  Comment: Please clarify. Does the author mean 

to say that adipoR1 binds globular adiponectin with high affinity and full length 

adiponectin with low affinity or are they suggesting that there are two isoforms of the 

adipoR1 (high affinity vs low affinity)   2. Page 9 last paragraph SMAD4  Comment: 

Kindly use complete form followed by abbreviation in brackets, given that this is the 

first instance of this acronym in the manuscript 
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