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Abstract

Ongoing clinical and research efforts seek to optimise the use of endocrine therapy
in the treatment of breast cancer. Accurate biomarkers are needed that predict
response for individual patients. The presence of the estrogen receplor as the direct
(for tamoxifen and fulvestrant) or indirect (for aromatase inhibitors) target molecule
for endocrine therapy remains the foremost biomarker and determinant of response.

However, ER expression only poorly predicls oulcome and further indicators of
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Challenges in defining predictive markers for response to endocrine therapy in breast cancer. Author
information: ... Despite this, resistance to endocrine therapy, either primary or acquired during
treatment, occurs in the majority of patients, and is a major obstacle to optimal clinical management.
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Fredictive markers are factors that are associated with response or resistance to a particular therapy.
... RESULTS: The prototype predictive tests in oncology are the estrogen receptor (ER) and
progesterone receptor (FR), which are used to select patients with breast cancer likely to respond to
hormone therapy.
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Abstract. Today, the decision to treat breast cancer patients with endocrine therapy relies solely on
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