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unfortunately could not recommend any technique for prevention.
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The authors evaluated 38 studies with 47,491 patients who underwent cholecystectomy.
They compared different cystic duct closure techniques: metalic clip, locking clip,
ligature and vessel sealing devices. Differences in cystic duct leaks, bile duct injury,
and need for second closure technique were minor and did not achieve statistical
significance. The pooled cystic duct leakage rate was 0-1% for each of the techniques.
Most articles did not differentiate between patients operated for uncomplicated gallstone
disease and patients with complicated gallstone disease (defined as patients with
cholecystitits, biliary pancreatitis, or patients who underwent preoperative ERCP).
Authors’ conclusions: Though laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a frequently conducted
surgical procedure, good quality evidence from high sample size trials is lacking to
determine which cystic duct closure technique is superior with respect to prevention of
CDL. Future studies should concentrate on closure techniques in patients undergoing
surgery for complicated gallbladder disease, whose risk for cystic duct leakage is high.
Reviewers Comments: Thank you for allowing me to review this manuscript. Though
a “negative” study, this study is very important since it deals with a very common
surgical procedure. The article is well written. The objective of this study is important.
The authors reference their methods. The results are presented well. The conclusions
are in agreement with the results. The limitations are described. The reference list is
extensive. The authors convinced me. Any comment I may have is minor and will

not improve this manuscript as is.
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