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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a fine and interesting paper, and I have no problems with the bioinformatics or
the general conclusions. One minor issue with the RT-qPCR. Is there any data that

demonstrate whether the RNA used is DNA free? Trizol isolation is not necessarily
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going to get rid of all the DNA, and I do not see any indication that any subsequent
DNase step was performed. Therefore, is there any negative control, such as doing the
RT-PCR but skipping the RT step? If the RNA is really DNA free, then performing PCR
directly on the RNA should not yield a band. Can the authors comment on this, at least?
If they have any of these RNA samples left over, showing that no product is formed
without the RT step would be helpful. Or do you use primers that span exon/intron

junctions and thus can distinguish DNA from fully processed RNA?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript entitled “Identification and Prediction of Novel Non-Coding and
Coding RNA-Associated Competing Endogenous RNA Networks in Colorectal Cancer”

reports an analysis of public TCGA data using a bioinformatics approach as research
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tool. The only own data that the authors provide are data from three cell lines in which
they show that the respective markers are “upregulated” without any functional
evidence, that is functional assays. These data are incomplete and of no help and should

be omitted. The alternative would be an own experimental approach including true
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functional studies - only these could support the database results.
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