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Abstract

Liver transplantation for critically ill cirrhotic patients with acute deterioration of
liver function associated with extrahepatic organ failures is controversial. While
transplantation has been shown to be beneficial on an individual basis, the
potentially poorer post-transplant outcome of these patients taken as a group can be
held as an argument against allocating livers to them. Although this issue concerns
only a minority of liver transplants, it calls into question the very heart of the
allocation paradigms in place. Indeed, most allocation algorithms have been
centered on prioritizing the sickest patients by using the model for end-stage liver
disease score. This has led to allocating increasing numbers of livers Lo increasingly
critically ill patients without setting objective or consensual limits on how sick
patients can be when they receive an organ. Today, finding robust criteria to deem

certain cirrhotic patients too sick to be transplanted seems urvent in order to ensure
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