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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This paper entitled “HuR mediated post-transcriptional regulation of inhibitors of 

apoptosis proteins in pancreatic cancer” investigated the potential mechanism of the 

function of HuR in regulating apoptosis proteins inhibitors in the development and 



  

2 
 

 

7901 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 501, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA  
Telephone: +1-925-223-8242  
Fax: +1-925-223-8243 
E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com 
https://www.wjgnet.com 
 

progression of pancreatic cancer. The following were some specific comments: 1 In the 

methods, 61 PDAC tissues were obtained, but 20 tissues were analyzed by IHC.  2 Only 

one PDAC cell line was used, which was not quite sufficient for providing more reliable 

conclusions. 3 In the statistical analysis, one tailed or two-tailed p value was not 

mentioned. 4 The location of PDAC were not described in the results. 5 In figure 1, two 

donors had relatively high IAP2 expression. Thus, normal tissue and matched PDAC 

tissue from the same patient should be collected and more appropriate for the analysis of 

IAP2 expression. 6 A diagram illustrating the role of HuR in pancreatic cancer could be 

drawn, which may help the readers understand better. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This paper reports new fundamental knowledge about the direct interaction of RNA 

stabilizing protein HuR and IAP’s. It is a well conducted and presented paper that 

identifies a potentially important novel marker for the prognosis of pancreatic cancer. 
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But some questions need to be answered by the author, and some results need to be 

revised. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This paper has studied the relationship between HuR and IAP in patients with 

pancreatic cancer, and the mechanisms on IAP control by HuR have not been described 

until now. The research is well designed and very interesting.  But before publication, 
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the below issues should be clarified   1. In the text (Fig. 3, 4) described that IAP2 is 

related with HuR as well as IAP1, but the IAP2 results are not shown. IAP2 results are 

required in Fig 3, and 4.  2. In Figure 5, IAP2 increased significantly with HuR 

inhibition, additional explanation and mechanisms should be identified. 
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