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into account that patients with occult HCV infection are potential transmitters.
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The manuscript by Sette et al, addresses an important and probably still neglected
problem - the prevalence of occult HCV infection in predialysis patients. Introduction is
concise, updated and to the point. Research seems to have been conducted with care and

the authors are aware of the main limitations of the study. The manuscript is also well
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writen with minor language polishing needed, mainly due to typos. In the results section,
I recommend the inclusion of references for the primers used in the amplification
reactions as well as the indication of the targeted regions in the genome, and the size of
the expected amplicon. Moreover, description of the first cDNA reaction synthesis prior
to amplification needs to be included. A figure depicting typical results, including
positive and negative controls would be also appreciated. Although, as the authors point
out, "the practical relevance of the findings... is uncertain" this study deserves attention

and may be of potential interest to the readers.
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