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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Zhu XL et al. present an original paper where they analyze the differentially expressed 

miRNAs in the plasma of patients with early and advanced gastric cancer compared 

with those in benign gastritis. The aim of the study is straightforward and the paper is 
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well written and structured. To date, there are few reports on the value of miRNA as a 

biomarker in early gastric cancer. The major limitation of the paper is the absence of the 

healthy controls. Normal controls should be enrolled in your study to assess the 

differently expressed miRNAs in the peripheral plasma of patients with gastritis and 

gastric cancer. Therefore, the paper needs a major revision regarding this aspect.    

Minor:  1) The subsection  about miRNA from Discussion (the second 

paragraph)should be included in the Introduction.  2) Please include a section that 

discusses the strength and the limitation of your study and analysis 3)The conclusions 

should be more concise and informative (the last sentences can be removed).  
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