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a brief explanation of what exactly is shown (what do the curves represent and how 

were they obtained). 2. THe claim of "inverse U" relationship..is not really supported 

here. Namely, what the graphical representation tends to show is that is quadratic 

relationship between ntra-access blood flow and arterial or venous pressure and that this 

is so in the full cohort, normal kt/v and abnormal kt/V. To make such a claim, a 

regression model would need to be fitted to the dependent value "intra-access blood 

flow" with the quadratic arterila pressure (fixed effects: arterial pressure, arterial 

pressure*arterial pressure) and so on - in order to test "linear fit" and "quadratic fit". 

Otherwise..these figures may serve as a visual informatoin, but no claims about "inverse 

U-shape" relationship should be made. Figure 2 - should include further subsets - all 

those factor for which the text states "no correlation" (in fact, you are not looking for 

correlation, strictly speaking, you are looking at "association" - and in fact you need 

regression models to include both the linear and quadratic effects) - should be included. 

So that one could have display of all facts that are mentioned in the text. THe finding of 

"no association" in this setting is equally as important as "association". TABLE 2 - shold 

show UNADJUSTES (univariate) and ADJUSTED (multivariate) associations as ORs 

with 95% CI. Table footnote should explain the models. 
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the UV absorbance method cannot measure urea as a single solute. It utilizes the high 

correlation between urea concentration and UV absorbance in spent dialysate to 

estimating urea parameters. While the UV-absorbance correlates well to the 

concentration of small solutes such as urea, ).Lastly your references are a little old (the 

newest one 2011), please for some fresh references. 
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The paper "Static pressures, intra-access blood flow and dynamic Kt/V profiles in the 

prediction of dialysis access function" should be published in this journal, after the 

minor formal corrections with the editor. 
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