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evaluation are described. Authors provide a differential diagnosis with knowledge of the 
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current classifications of the appendiceal mucinous neoplasms.  I think these cases are 

rare, and a good case report is worthwhile to be published to educate the readers of the 

new nomenclature (since 2016 by Carr et al.) and the various modalities to arrive at a 

good differential diagnosis.   However, the pathological discussion and the figure, 

demonstrating the features as why this neoplasm was called a  low-grade mucinous 

appendiceal neoplasm, are lacking. This is surprising, since the authors state in the 

discussion, that the "final correct diagnosis depends on pathological evaluation".   

Major critique.  1) Authors fail to properly describe the histological findings in the text. 

2) Authors fail to demonstrate in the figure the single epithelial layer of low grade cells 

without any evidence of stromal invasion, the absolute requisite to differentiate a 

low-grade mucinous appendiceal neoplasm form a high-grade mucinous appendiceal 

neoplasm or even an invasive mucinous adenocarcinoma. 3) Authors fail to demonstrate 

epithelial cells floating in the mucin lakes by using pankeratin immunohistochemistry.  

In order for this report to be published, authors must provide a proper low-power image 

showing the entire appendiceal wall with luminal low-grade epithelium, transmural 

acellular mucin, and associated serositis; as well as a high power picture of the luminal 

epithelium with low-grade features without cytological atypia. An pankeratin ICH must 

be performed to exclude epithelial cells within the mucin lakes penetrating the wall. 
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