According to the “Human Biomedical Research Ethical Review
Procedures” approved by the National Health and Family Planning
Committee of China (No. 11, Section 39), informed consent was waived
because of the retrospective nature of the study. The study was approved by
the Ethical Committee of Xiangya Hospital of Central South University
(Approval No. 2018111100).

Below is the translation of Section 39

After the following circumstances have been reviewed and approved by
the ethics committee, the informed consent form can be waived if:

(1) research is conducted using human body materials or data that can
identify information, and the subjects can’t be found, and the research project
does not involve personal privacy and commercial interests
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