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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors report a case series of Mycobacterium chimaera infections after cardiac 

surgery from Hospital of Treviso, Italy and provide a review of existing literature on the 

subject. The manuscript is well written. However, the quality of the manuscript will be 
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further enhanced if the authors address the following issues. 1. Page 4 please change the 

heading Cover Tip to Core Tip 2. Page 5, line 2, please delete was before unfolded 3. The 

individual description of 6 cases is unnecessary and too lengthy. The authors should 

describe one case in detail and avoid description of the other 5 cases. Table 1 is sufficient 

and summarizes the information of the remaining cases to make it palatable for the 

general readership of the manuscript. 4. Please describe all abbreviations when first used 

in the manuscript. 5. Please include a Table to summarize the clinical features of 

Mycobacterium chimaera infections. 6. The quality of the manuscript will be further 

enhanced if the authors include a Table or a Figure (World Map) summarizing the 

number of cases reported worldwide after cardiac surgery.  7. Please elaborate the 

mechanism of infection from heater-cooler units. 8. Please include a Table to summarize 

the steps take to mitigate the risk of Mycobacterium chimaera infections after cardiac 

surgery. 
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