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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting review on an important topic. There is only one minor comment:

You describe a significant risk of post-operative mortality in major bowel resection. I

looked in our registry and found that during the last 20 years the risk of postoperative

mortality in elective (!) major surgery for pT1 colorectal carcinomas was only 1.3%. It
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was 3% for patients >=75 years old. Therefore, I suggest that you say that for the
indication of major surgery (especially in older patients) the risk of lymph node

metastases should be higher than the risk of postoperative mortality.
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A good analysis of the present senario.
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