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There is a great deal of valuable clinical information here.

It is likely that your data also

contains information regarding whether or not there is any clinical difference between

true pancreatic necrosis and peri-pancreatic necrosis (this is a contentious issue and
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probably the reason for a separate submission, or at least inclusion of data into one of
your Tables) Lumping PN and PPN together may be obscuring differences and you
should have the data to determine whether or not they should be separated.  This
paper is much too long! Particularly the Introduction and the Discussion, and these
sections need to be shortened by 30-50%. Furthermore, I would completely omit the
section in the Discussion recommending empiric antibiotics, a position that has been
determined not to be clinically useful. However, I would like to see you add a short
discussion of the clinical utility of your findings. Please emphasize the clinical
importance of your work. That is, due to the high frequency of extra-pancreatic
infections, look for non-pancreatic causes early in the course of NP with fever and sepsis,
and before embarking on surgical drainage to avoid unnecessary intervention in sterile
NP Finally, when the paper is re-written, please have someone more familiar with

idiomatic English assist in writing the manuscript. Edward L. Bradley III MD
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