7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

B a . S h ld e n g 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA
Pu bllShlﬂ g Telephone: +1-925-223-8242

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

\BﬂiShideng@) G roup https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

PEER-REVIEW REPORT

Name of journal: World Journal of Gastroenterology
Manuscript NO: 49819
Title: Direct costs of carcinoid syndrome diarrhea among adults in the united states

Reviewer’s code: 02445618
Position: Editorial Board
Academic degree: MD, PhD

Professional title: Associate Professor
Reviewer’s country: Canada

Author’s country: United States

Reviewer chosen by: Jia-Ping Yan

Reviewer accepted review: 2019-07-21 03:16
Reviewer performed review: 2019-07-21 03:38

Review time: 1 Hour

SCIENTIFIC QUALITY LANGUAGE QUALITY CONCLUSION PEER-REVIEWER STATEMENTS
[ ]Grade A: Excellent [ Y] Grade A: Priority publishing [ ]Accept Peer-Review:
[ Y] Grade B: Very good [ ]Grade B: Minor language (High priority) [ Y] Anonymous
[ ]Grade C: Good polishing [ Y] Accept [ ]1Onymous
[ ]Grade D: Fair [ ]Grade C: A great deal of (General priority)  Peer-reviewer’s expertise on the
[ ]Grade E: Do not language polishing [ ] Minor revision topic of the manuscript:

publish [ ]Grade D: Rejection [ ] Major revision [ ] Advanced

[ ]Rejection [ Y] General

[ ]No expertise
Conflicts-of-Interest:
[ ]Yes

[ Y] No

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Overall well designed and well reported study. Major points Some continuous variables
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(such as length of stay) are not normally distributed; they are skewed, therefore,
non-parametric tests such as the Mann-Whitney U test should be used. The authors need
to explain why only 35% of the patients with carcinoid syndrome had diarrhea in this

study, when the expected prevalence is 80%. Is this an indication of selection bias?
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In this retrospective study in adults on the direct costs of carcinoid syndrome diarrhea
3




J3aishideng® Group

when compared to those without CSD the results were already expected. The text is well
written, but could perform more statistical analysis and thus better understanding the
event. The age was higher in those with CSD, and this could be better explored as well

as the other identified variables. What are the factors associated with the greatest cost in
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CSD patients? A regression analysis could be applied in this case.
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