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The Author describes the current state of art in the field of heart failure with preserved 

ejection fraction (HFpEF).  The first part of the manuscript is dedicated to the 

pathophysiology of the HFpEF. This part actually sets the present manuscript apart from 

similar publications. It is relevant to the topic of the manuscript and comprehensive. The 

second part, however, raises some concerns as to the content.  The Author rarely refers 

to the current AHA/ACC guidelines and his statements sometimes differ from those 

recommendations. For instance, according to AHA guidelines from 2017, "measurement 

of BNP or NT-proBNP is useful to support a diagnosis or exclusion of HF in patients 

presenting with dyspnea, especially in the setting of clinical uncertainty"; the Author 

states that "currently, the measurements of natriuretic peptides and troponins are 

recommended for the diagnosis and the prognosis of patients with heart failure", citing 

the outdated reference that is not authoritative. Similar problems regard also other topics 

discussed in the manuscript. I admire the fact that the authors analyzes and incorporates 

the findings from recent clinical trials while recommending diagnostic procedures and 

treatment of patients with HFpEF, but the question remains whether the Author should 

make these recommendations. Until the update from AHA/ACC is published, those 

findings should be considered suggestions and described as such. At present, the 

perspectives or particular cases are indistinguished from the current standard (the level 

of recommendation is not specified) and it may confuse the readers.  The organization 

of topics related to diagnosis and treatment is slightly flawed. For instance, the part 

"General pharmacology treatment of patients with HFpEF" could precede the part 

"Treatment of patients with HFpEF with obesity, hypertension, and atrial fibrillation".  

An article with the same title as the running title of the submitted manuscript was 

published in Circ Res 2014;115(1). The search engines will direct interested readers to 

that and other similar articles rather than to the present article. 
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This is an excellent systematic review about the diagnosis and treatment of HFpEF. This 

manuscript is nicely structured and well written. I have no question about this 

manuscript. 
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