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The manuscript by Li and Zang entitled “Knockdown of IncRNA XLOC_001659
inhibited proliferation and invasion of esophageal squamous cell carcinoma via
regulation of miR-490-5p/PIK3CA” reports that a upregulated long non-coding RNA
XLOC_001659 promotes proliferation and invasion via miR-490-5p/PIK3CA in EC cells.
Major concerns: 1. The authors stated that in their preliminary observation, IncRNA
XLOC_001659 increase in human esophageal cancer tissues. While no data has been
shown in the manuscript, neither if IncRNA XLOC_001659 shows any clinical relevance.
These concerns should be addressed. 2. All the experiments are carried on in ESCC cell
lines. Sometimes, the significance of the discovery may be limited without further
confirmation in other systems. Is the result from cellular experiments applicable in
animal models? = Minor concerns: 1. The groups in statistics and comparisons in the
Figures should be clearly stated. 2. There are numerous typographic and grammatic
error through the text. For example, an “and” should be needed between the listed two

authors.
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