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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript entitled: "DNA extraction from archived H&E stained tissue slides 

for downstream molecular analysis" is about an interesting study concerning the 

extraction of genes in formaline preserved and hemaelum-eosin stained tissues from 

medical collections. This study is useful for the study of old pathological histological 

samples belonging to medical collections, in order to provide new elements about 

pathologies. This method can also be useful for the study of animal and vegetal 

samples stocked in museum collections. The study is well done, and I have only 

minor remarks to do. 1. In the title, it would be useful to specify "formaline-

preserved tissues", because it exists a lot of tissue samples preserved in other 

fixatives such as alcohol,-formaline, Bouin's fluid, and Carnoy’s fluid... 2. 

Centrifugations speeds must be given in g number, not rpm (rpm depends on the 

model of centrifuge); specify also the "maximum speed". 3. In "de-staining and 

ethanol regulation" (pages 6-7), specify the reference of mineral oil used, for it is the 

first time at which mineral oil appears in the text. 4. In the discussion, a sentence 

generalizing this kind of method to the tissues fixed with another fixative and 

stained with other dyes could open the field of investigations. 

Thank you for your comments and valuable suggestions. We could not include 

“formalin preserved tissues” in the title because of the word limit but we have 

included the same in introduction and discussion. We have changed the 

centrifugation speeds from rpm to g and also specified the maximum speed as per 

your suggestions. Mineral oil reference has been given under other reagents used in 

the study. A general sentence stating the use of these methods for other tissues fixed 

with various fixatives is also included as per your suggestions. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

"DNA extraction from archived H&E stained tissue slides for downstream molecular 

analysis" by Pushkal et al. In this manuscript, the authors describe several protocols 

for the extraction of high quality DNA from FFPE tissues that could be used for 

downstream molecular analysis. The authors identified two protocols that perform 

best in terms of DNA yield and DNA quality. The protocols suggested in this work 

are particularly suitable in settings where the resources for buying standardized kits 

are limited. 



Thank you for your comments and appreciation. We believe that our study would be 

beneficial and shall be incorporated in labs with limited resources around the globe.  
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