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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors performed Cox regression and they observed that MPV invasion is an
independent prognostic factor in both databases. Subsequently, they split patients into
two group: MPV(+) and MPV(-) and modified the stage of 8th AJCC. I have some
comments: 1. Did the conditions of Cox regression be evaluated? If not, please evaluate
the assumation of Cox by testing strategies (PMID 20233435) 2. Did MPV(+) patients
with CA, SMA and/or CHA metastasis? 3. Did CA, SMA and/or CHA influent the
survival of patients? 4. The Harrell concordance index is the method which can
compared the performace of two stage. Thus, please perform this assay with SEER

cohort and West China cohort
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The interesting study was performed to assess the impact of MPV invasion on the
prognosis of patients and to analyze whether the inclusion of MPV invasion can further
improve the 8th edition of the AJCC, by using different data base: one is SEER large
database and authors” own data. As a results, the 8th edition of the AJCC staging system
of pancreatic cancer could not accurately predict the prognosis of patients with MPV
invasion, recommending that primary tumors with MPV invasion be classified into T3
diseases. This is well written and well analyzed paper; however, the following this
should be reconsidered. (1) In the abstract, what is two cohorts? No concrete database
is mentioned Actually, SEER database and the West China Hospital database are used.
(2) In SEER database, does MPV+ mean microscopic invasion of PV? (3) In West China
Hospital database, did you include the patients who had invasion of SMA and CA?
There is no description about this. (4) The rate of postindustrial lymph node metastatic
seems to be significantly higher in SEER database compared to West China Hospital
database: about 70 % vs. about 50%, as shown in Table. The authors should mention it.
(5) In Table 3, what does the number in parecethes mean? (6) Did you assess the impact
of other extrapancreatic tissue invasion on the prognosis of patients ? (7) You excluded
the patients who had 5 or fewer lymph nodes examined. Why did you use “five” for the
cutoff line? (8) I could not open the HP of CS even if using the URL you described in
the reference 3. What is the specific contents of the “patients with tumors with CS

extension data labeled “540””? Would you give me the reference as a PDF file ?
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