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\ Cardiogenic shock is associated with a mortality of 35% to 80%.1,2 Lately, there has been
& ﬁ a shift in reliance upon aggressive pharmacological therapy alone to a more hybrid
~ approach, incorporating innovative mechanical therapy to conventional pharmacological
4 management. It is well established that pharmacological support with inotropic agents in
a— cardiogenic shock results in an increasing oxygen demand from myocardial tissue, as w...
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Policy Background Appendix

Aetna considers a Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved ventricular assist device (VAD)
medically necessary for any of the following FDA-approved indications: 1. As a bridge to transplant for
members who are awaiting heart transplantation (see CPB 0586 - Heart Transplantation) and the device
has received FDA approval for a bridge to transplant indication (e.g., HeartMate 3 left ventricular assist
system (LVAS)); or 2. As destination therapy when all of the following criteria are met: 1....
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May 19, 2015 - Patient-specific variables include increased age, impaired left ventricular function,
symptoms of heart failure, diabetes mellitus, chronic kidney disease, prior myocardial infarction,
multivessel or left main disease, and peripheral arterial disease .
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