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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Ko et al describe how Bacteroides fragilis enterotoxin upregulates heme oxygenase-1 in 

dendritic cells using Nrf2 signaling pathway.  This study is not entirely new as such 

pathway has already been described in dendritic cells triggered by H. Pylori, as such the 

novelty is limited as it represents an interesting confirmation that DC utilize this 

pathway also with another enterotoxin (BFT) at variance with intestinal epithelial cells 

that utilize NFkB and MAPK pathways as described previously by the same authors.   

The work is well designed, well presented and results are convincing.  There are 

however some minor technical details that need to be addressed by authors  Figure 8A : 

phospho JNK blot is clearly affected by transfer problems (bubble)? Making the data 

unreliable. The authors report that the results displayed are representative of three, 

please provide alternative, appropriate blots.   Figure 8A : Data on expression of total 

protein are missing. As the cells are treated with lentiviral vectors it is necessary to show 

that this treatment does not affect total protein expression.   Figure 8A: It is not clear 

which kit has been utilized for detection of MAPK as reported in the legend as the 

results are reported as western blots. No reference are found by the reviewer that can be 

referred to this kit in the material and method section, please specify.  Page 9, page 18:  

typing errors (singals instead of signals etc). 
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