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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This meta-analysis reported the efficacy of DBE, SBE, and SE for small bowel diseases.  

First, despite this meta-analysis is including Chinese articles and conference abstracts, 

the sample size is too small.   comments 1. Even though the sample size is too small, 

the conference abstract should be excluded. 2. The analysis for “SBE vs. SE” should be 

deleted., if the sample size was too small for the analysis. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript performed a meta-analysis to compare clinical outcomes among 

double-balloon enteroscopy (DBE), single-balloon enteroscopy (SBE) and spiral 

enteroscopy (SE), in which only randomized controlled trials and prospective studies 

were eligible. This paper is interesting, but there are several issues to be addressed.  1. 

Peroral enteroscopy appears to provide a higher diagnostic and therapeutic yield than 

peranal enteroscopy. One of limitation of this study is that this meta-analysis did not 

separate antegrade and retrograde procedures.  2. Recently, motorized spiral 

enteroscopy was developed (VideoGIE. 2016 Aug 30;1(2):32-33). It would offer a faster 

and deeper approach to the small intestine, compared with conventional “manual” SE. It 

would be nice if the authors mention this new modality for evaluating the small 

intestine. 
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