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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study investigated the prognostic role of PNI and LVI in rectal cancer. Several 

questions should be addressed.  1. The prognostic value of PNI in CRC has been 

elucidated in many studies in recent decades, how this study gives new insights into this 

issue?  2. How did the pathologists detect PNI and LVI in this study? Sometimes, 

detection of PNI and LVI is quite difficult with H&E stained sections, and mistakes 

might be made. For this reason, immunohistochemical staining should be employed to 

detect PNI and LVI precisely.   3. This study concluded that adjuvant therapy should 

be reserved for patients with PNI and LVI in order to improve prognosis. To reach this 

conclusion, the impacts of adjuvant therapy on survival rates of these patients ought to 

be investigated, but this study did not provide such data. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The article only analyzes the five-year survival rate (OS). I recommend that the authors 

increase the recurrence-free survival (RFS) rate and the distance failure-free survival 

(DFFS) rate. And further analyze association between perineural invasion (PNI) and 

recurrence or metastasis using Chi-square test. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I have following some comments: 1. Introduction should be slightly modified (too many 

forms like “Bearing that in mind”). 2. In the Result section information included in 

Figures and Tables should be excluded. 3. Please add the limitations of the study. 4. Try 

to calculate the disease free survival (DFS) rate in addition to overall survival. 
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