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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript written by Feng-Zhi Xin analyzed the effect of folic acid on the fatty 

metabolism in the liver. Administration of folic acid to the rats with high-fat diet 

attenuates steatosis, and the molecular mechanisms for the effect were analyzed. 

Moreover, changes in the composition of gut microbiota were analyzed and restored 

diversity was observed, which contributes the improvement of endotoxemia leading to 

decrease in the levels of proinflammatory proteins in the liver. The study is well- 

organized and the overall data demonstrate a potential treatment of folic acid for 

NAFLD. However there are some concerns that need to be addressed.  Minor points 1. 

In patients with NAFLD, lower percentage of Bacteroidetes and higher levels of 

Prevotella and Porphyromonas species compared to healthy controls are reported. 

Therefore, it would be better that not only diversity of gut microbiota but also changes in 

the specific bacterial species could be analyzed.  2. In the group of folic acid, serum 

levels of fasting blood glucose were significantly decreased compared with high-fat 

group. Because diabetes mellitus is associated with fatty liver, the role of amelioration of 

glucose metabolism in the preferable effect for NAFLD should be discussed. 
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