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This paper demonstrated the efficacy of the dynamic perfusion MRI imaging for 

predicting the responsiveness of chemoradiation therapy for rectal cancer. This study 

has relatively small number of the patients to analyse. However, this results are still 

interesting  and high novelty. I pointed five things to be revised.   1) It would be better 

to mention who and how analyse the MRI images. Were the images examined by 

surgeons and/or radiologists? How many persons?  Was this study investigated with 

blinded to the histopathology results?    2) This study examined "maximum 

enhancement" from the dynamic-contrast enhanced MRI images. Could you indicate 

where and how actually examined? It would be better to show more details in the 

material and method section or example images.   3) Dynamic-contrast enhanced MRI 

images were examined in the different phase such as relative arterial enhancement, 

relative venous enhancement and relative late enhancement. Could you show the more 

details of the timing to examine the each phase.  4) The final goal of this study is 

discriminate the complete response for expecting the successful of " watch and wait 

strategy". Is there any interesting result from the sub-analysis with investigating 

complete response and non-complete response group? If the author has some data it 

would be interesting to show in the discussion section.  5) In the table 1, abbreviation of 

the RLE (relative late enhancement) may be wrong. 
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