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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this study, the authors report their investigation of the reproducibility of two times' 

data of machine learning (ML)-based histological classification of the same H&E slide 

and potential factors that may impact the reproducibility. They have found that the rates 

of discordant classification of duplicated analysis reaches up to 23.1% of 298 pairs 

scanned images. They further demonstrate that higher blur index of the slides may 

partially contribute to the discordance. Generally, the finding of the study is potentially 

useful and meaningful, which may lead to a better ML-based histological classification. 

However, I also have some concerns that need to be addressed before it is gotten 

accepted for publication in the journal.  Major concerns 1. ML-aided classification 

model and criteria for both negative and positive classification should be briefly 

described. 2. Quantitative analysis of  the degree of image blurring and its 

normalization should also be introduced. 3. May the authors propose potential solutions 

to avoid the discordance through excluding these disqualified slides? 
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