Dear editor and reviewers,

Informed consent statement: Patients were not required to give informed
consent to the study because the analysis used anonymous data that were

obtained after each patient agreed to treatment by written consent.

Thanks very much,

Yours sincerely,

Liang Liu, MD, PhD, Pancreatic Cancer Institute and Department of
Pancreatic Surgery, Fudan University Shanghai Cancer Center; 270

Dong’an Road, Shanghai 200032, P.R. China. liuliang@fudan.edu.cn.



