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Abstract

Metastatic castrate-resistant prostate cancer (mCRPC), remains a disease hard
to cure, for this reason predictive tools to monitor disease progression and
therapy response are an urgent need. In this respect, liquid biopsy on
circulating cell-free nucleic acids represents an interesting strategy based on

robust data. The poor invasiveness and the possibility to target circulating cell-
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CAPRA: Cancer of the Prostate Risk Assessment; CTC: Circulating tumeor cell; HRPC: Hormone-
refractory prostate cancer; PC: Prostate cancer. miRNAs as predictive biomarkers Predictive
markers are defined as those that can be used to predict a patient’s response to a given drug or
therapy, and thus can be used to stratify patients for treatment.
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Prostate cancer (PCa) is a growing clinical problem. Diagnosis rates are increasing but it lacks accurate

biomarkers to distinguish between indolent and aggressive disease, to stratify patients for the rising
numbers of treatment options, or to reliably predict relapse.
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